San Jose Kendo Dojo

San Jose Kendo Dojo is a non-profit organization that is part of the Northern California Kendo Federation (NCKF), which is a member of the All United States Kendo Federation (AUSKF) and International Kendo Federation (IKF). Your membership to San Jose Kendo Dojo will include membership to these organizations.

New membership registration will be taken the first and last week of a calendar month.
Membership in the federations costs $70.00 a year for adults and $45.00 a year for children under the age of 18.  . Because the Federation provides for limited liability insurance coverage, membership in the federation is mandatory.  The federation fees are paid when first joining, and then annually at the beginning of each new year.

San Jose Dojo dues are payable at the beginning of each month.  3 Month dues will be required when joining for the first time.  

Monthly dues for the San Jose Kendo Dojo:

17 Years and Under  -   $25.00 per month








18 years and older    -    $30.00 per month

Join the yahoo groups: “sanjosekendo”  for announcements throughout the year. 

Participants 15 years of age or younger (Youth members)
All participants 15 years of age and younger will require the presents of an adult family member or responsible adult at practice.

For member safety we ask that youth members wait inside the practice facility to be picked up after practice.

Members are responsible for all monthly dues payments to keep your membership active Monthly dues are required even if you do not practice/participate.  The only exception is for pre-approved extended leaves by the dojo Head Sensei and/or Dojo President.   

Leave of absence policy:

Leave of absence may be approved for an extended period not less than 1 month. 
Unapproved leave or unpaid dues for a period longer than 3 months will result in the cancellation of San Jose Dojo membership. Return after membership has been canceled will require new member registration (including 3 months advanced dues).  AUSKF registration, NCKF registration, will be required if they are no longer active.  No refund(s) will be made on unused fees.

College:  If you are going away to college contact the dojo Head Sensei and treasurer for membership fee adjustments.  This will allow you to continue practice at other AUSKF recognized dojo’s upon their approval.
Practice:

San Jose Kendo Dojo practices are two times per week Tuesday and Thursday.  (Subject to facility availability)  

Tuesday Practice Facility:



Thursday Practice Facility:
San Jose Buddhist Church



San Jose Nichimen Buddhist Temple

640 N. 5th Street





3570 Mona Way






San Jose, CA 95112




San Jose, CA 95130

Beginner:  7:00pm – 8:00pm



Beginner:    7:00pm – 8:00pm

Advanced: 8:00pm – 9:30pm



Advanced:  8:00pm  - 9:30pm

Beginners should wear comfortable, loose fitting clothing such as sweats and a T-shirt.  Do not wear jewelry or hanging items that may be caught.

(Over)

Equipment:

Beginner:

A beginning kendoist will need to purchase a shinai.  You may purchase your shinai directly from the San Jose Kendo Dojo at the San Jose Nichiren Temple practice facility (Thursday) A kendo Gi, Hakama, and Bogu are not required for beginner practice.
Advanced:

Bogu is required for participation.  Practice without Bogu is allowed with sensei approval.
Fundraisers:


San Jose Kendo Dojo is a non-profit organization.  The instructors (Sensei’s) are all volunteers.  This means that we rely on dues, fundraisers and membership & family member volunteers.  The dojo participates in fundraisers throughout the year.  We sell Tempura at the Cupertino Cherry Blossom Festival (NCKF fundraiser) and at the San Jose Nikkei Matsuri Festival ((NCKF fundraiser)) and Volunteer our services for the San Jose Buddhist Church and Nichiren Buddhist Church fundraiser events..  There is a lot of work involved in these fundraisers, the membership and their family members are encouraged to help.  Helping involves the preparation the night before the events and helping at the actual event.  Clean-up duties are always part of the preparation and fundraiser activities. (example: Preparation involves coming to help the night before the festival to cut veggies and shrimp and booth setup.  Help on the day of the event includes cooking and selling tempura in the booth at each festival.)   By participating you will have fun, get to know your sensei’s and members from other Dojos and most importantly the money raised will go toward providing for an excellent kendo program and keep tournament fees,  facility use fees,  and  dues low.

Tournament / Kendo activities:
 (Watch / listen for announcements throughout the year)
There are several federation sponsored kendo tournaments throughout the year that a member can participate in.   Tournament participation requires that the kendoist have a bogu.  These include the annual North / South California tournament, Steveston Canada Tournament, and every three years All California Tournament , and AUSKF Tournament.
NCKF sponsored Kendo Camp (3days) taught by high ranking (8 Dan – Hachi-dan) Sensei(s) from Japan
San Jose Kendo Dojo also hosts a tournament each year.  Dojo members and family members will be asked to help with the tournament activities.

Promotion test:


Promotion exams for rank advancement are conducted 2 times per year.  See Head Sensei for approval to participate.  For the test, the member demonstrates good kendo form (bogu required) in front of a panel of NCKF Sensei judges.  A participation fee and a fee for the official federation promotion certificate (this is your official record of rank) will be collected in advance.  The certificate fee will be refunded if advancement is not granted.
Dojo Picnic and Year-End Party:


The dojo has an annual summer picnic and an End of Year party.  These are potluck with lots of good food and activities!  Member family and friends are welcome to attend.  This is a good way for everyone to get together with others and have a good time.  At the year end party we will be collecting $10.00 per member for Sensei appreciation gifts, thanking them for their instruction, encouragement and support throughout the year.  
Information and announcements:

Information regarding the Dojo can be found on the internet at: http://www.myspace.com/104179186
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